General methods
The 1 H and 13 C NMR spectra were recorded on a Bruker AM-400 MHz spectrometer with CDCl 3 . The chemical shifts in 1 H NMR spectra were determined with Si(CH 3 ) 4 as the internal standard (δ = 0.00 ppm). The chemical shifts in 13 C NMR spectra were determined based on the chemical shift of CDCl 3 (δ = 77.00 ppm). The EI-MS spectra were measured on an HP 5988A spectrometer by direct inlet at 70 eV. The high resolution mass spectra (HRMS)
were measured on a Bruker micrOTOF QII by ESI. Melting points were measured on an XT-4 melting point apparatus and were uncorrected. Flash column chromatography was carried out with silica gel (200-300 mesh). tert-Butyl hypochlorite (t-BuOCl) was purchased from TCI Chemicals. Tetrabutylammonium iodide (TBAI) and tetrabutylammonium chloride (TBAC) were purchased from Energy Chemicals and used without further purification. 1,2-Dichloroethane (DCE) was distilled from P 2 O 5 under an argon atmosphere before use.
Compounds 1 were prepared according to the previously reported method.
1
General procedure for the reactions of 1
To a 35 mL tube equipped with a magnetic stirring bar were added 1 (0.5 mmol, 1.0 equiv), tetrabutylammonium iodide (277 mg, 1.5 equiv), tetrabutylammonium chloride (425 mg, 3.0 equiv), tert-butyl hypochlorite (t-BuOCl, 115 µL, 2.0 equiv), and 1,2-dichloroethane (DCE, 5 mL). The tube was sealed with a rubber stopper, and then subjected to stirring in an oil bath at 80 °C under an oxygen atmosphere (oxygen balloon). After the reaction was complete (generally 1 to 1.5 h) as indicated by TLC, the reaction mixture was poured into a saturated aqueous sodium bisulphite solution (15 mL), and was extracted with ethyl acetate (3×10 mL). The combined organic layers were washed with brine (30 mL) and dried with anhydrous sodium sulphate. The solvent was removed under reduced pressure, and the residual was treated with silica gel chromatography (eluent: ethyl acetate and petroleum ether) to give products 2.
* Some reactions were conducted on a 0.55 mmol scale, and the reagents used were scaled up correspondingly. 
Spectroscopic data for the products

Ethyl 4-benzyl-8-isopropyl-3-oxo-3,4-dihydroquinoxaline-2-carboxylate 2 (2m-1) Ethyl 4-benzyl-6-isopropyl-3-oxo-3,4-dihydroquinoxaline-2-carboxylate 2 (2m-2)
Yellow oil; R f = 0.50 (petroleum ether : EtOAc 
